
NewsRoom Daily Activity Plan
It’s never been more important to share positive news stories with our children! Stories about good 
news, interesting news or even strange news can be a great way to help your child explore the world 
around them. 

Our suggested structure is here to help your child engage with good news stories and practise their key learning 
skills. By using the tasks, your child will be able to learn about positive things happening across the world at this 
time. It will also allow them to practise their reading, writing and investigating skills.

 Daily NewsRoom Activ
ity

Open the news article for your child’s age and look at the picture. Ask your child 
questions about the image and headline.

• What could this story be about? 

• Why do you think the editor chose that picture? 

• What might have happened? 

(2-3 minutes)

As they read the article, or after they have finished, talk to them about it. When 
thinking of your own questions, use the 5Ws to help you. For example:

• What has happened?

• Who is the news story about?

• Where did it happen?

• When did it happen?

• Why did it happen?  Why is this story in the news?

(5 minutes)
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Tommys to Be Put 
in Windows for 
VE Day  

On 8th May, the UK will celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day. This commemorates the 
end of the Second World War in Europe. 

To mark the event, people are being 
encouraged to join in from their doorsteps. One 
of the ways they can do this is by placing a 
Tommy in their window. 

The Tommys are being made by injured 
veteran soldiers in a factory called Britain’s 
Bravest Manufacturing. The business helps people 
that have been in the army to gain skills, which 
help them once they have left.

The Royal British Legion Industries (RBLI), an 
armed forces charity, has created a silhouette 
and is asking people to display them. This is to 
remember the sacrifice soldiers made during the 
Second World War.

Steve Sherry, who is in charge of the RBLI, 
said VE Day is a chance to “remember our 
relatives who gave so much for us 75 years ago.”

All the money raised from the Tommys will go 
to support veterans and their families.

A Tommy was a name for a British soldier. No 
one is sure where the name comes from; however, 
it is thought to refer to army slang for ‘Tommy 
Atkins’ which goes back at least as far as 1815. 
It became common in the First World War for 
people to refer to a British soldier as a Tommy. 

On 8th May 1945, many people celebrated 
the end of the war in Europe. The Royal 

Family waved at crowds from the balcony of 
Buckingham Palace. 

This year, on 8th May, there are other planned 
celebrations. The Queen is set to address the 
nation at 9 p.m. This will be the exact time that 
her father, George VI, gave a speech on VE Day 
75 years ago. 

There will also be a national singalong of 
‘We’ll Meet Again’. This was a popular song 
performed by Dame Vera Lynn during the Second 
World War. Oliver Dowden, a minister, said that, 
although the celebrations will happen inside, he 
knows everyone “will come together to mark this 
historic occasion.” 

Illustration: A Tommy in a window. 

Glossary

anniversary The date that something 
happened in previous years.

silhouette The outline of a figure. 

veterans Ex-members of the armed forces.

minister An MP who works in the 
government.
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What is VE Day?

• VE Day stands for Victory in Europe. On 8th May 
1945, the Second World War ended in Europe. 

• The Royal British Legion Industries (RBLI) are 
making Tommys to raise money for veterans and 
their families. 

visit twinkl.com

Encourage your child to read all of the questions first. Then, see if they can answer 
any from memory. Teach them to look back at the news story to help them answer 
the trickier questions and to check their answers. If they got any wrong, use 
the answer sheet to help them understand their mistakes. Finally, explain how to 
answer those types of questions more successfully next time.

(10 minutes)

Questions
1. What date is VE Day? 

 

2. ‘This commemorates the end of the Second World War in Europe.’  
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘commemorates’ in this sentence.  

   allows
   asks
   remembers
   thinks

3. Why do you think the makers are called Britain’s Bravest Manufacturing?  
 

 

4. Put a tick next to each statement to show whether each statement is true or false. 
True False

The Second World War ended on 8th May 1945.
It is the 75th anniversary of VE Day.
The Queen will make a special announcement on the day.
Tommy was chosen because he was a special soldier.

5. Why do you think we celebrate VE day after 75 years? 
 

 

 

6. Summarise the story in 15 words or fewer. 
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Look at the activities on the Task Sheet and the Image Sheet. These are designed 
to deepen your child’s understanding. The activities on the Task Sheet encourage 
them to explore, investigate or write about topics linked to the story. The activities 
on the Image Sheet encourage your child to solve a maths problem, create, paint 
or build something and even discuss a philosophical question linked to the story. 
 
(15 minutes)
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Explore
Medals are given for lots of 
different reasons. Investigate the 
different medals soldiers were given in 
the Second World War.

Then, try designing your own medal to 
celebrate VE Day. 

Remember to include:

• the years of the Second World War;

• a symbol to signify the end 
of the war in Europe;

• labels to explain your choices.

You may like to use the Medal 
Worksheet included in the pack 
to help you.

Write 
Poems are often written to 
mark important occasions in 
history. Write a poem inspired by the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day. You may want to 
focus on the sacrifice that soldiers made 
during the war. You could look at an 
image of VE Day in 1945 and consider 
the sounds that you may have heard 
as people celebrated the end of the war 
in Europe.

Investigate
During the Second World War, 
Morse code was used as a method 
of communication, but do you know 
what Morse code is?

Using reference books and the Internet, 
explore what Morse code is and how 
people use it.

Illustration: People are putting Tommys in windows 
for the 75th anniversary of VE Day. 
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